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less than 584 days. Not having a decimal system the Mayas would be 
likely to express such a quantity as a fraction with 1 for a numerator. 
As a matter of fact -£$ of a day is a very close approximation to xo7 > an< ^ 
it would be natural for them to have decided|that the correction should be 
made at the rate of one day in each twelve Venus revolutions. ' ' 

It is found by calculation that on the day 7 Ben 1 Pop, noted above, 
2,478 revolutions and 520 days had passed, and so 64 days more are re- 
quired to make an exact number of revolutions. This would bring the 
count to a day 6 Caban, and we find 6 Caban in glyph 17. On that day 
just 2,479 Venus revolutions would have been completed. 

From his observations Mr Bowditch thus reaches the important con- 
clusions that we have learned how the Mayas compensated for the error 
in the 365-day year, and that they not only made this correction at Tikal 
but that they corrected at the same time their observations of the synod- 
ical revolution of Venus. 

The correspondence of numbers and dates in the Tikal inscription is 
certainly remarkable, to say the least. The careful work and accurate 
methods of the author make the paper one of substantial value that will 
be read with interest and profit by all students of the Maya inscriptions. 
The objection that will be raised is that there is no distinct indication that 
the date found in the inscription is really that proposed by Mr Bowditch. 
Further exploration at Tikal may settle definitely the question of dates. 

Not the least valuable part of the paper is the suggestion on the last 
page concerning the use of the table on page*24 of the Dresden Codex. 
We are shown, by means of an example, how the quantities in that table 
might have been applied by the Mayas to the solution of such a mathe- 
matical problem as is presented by ,the inscription of Tikal. G. 

Divisions of the Parietal Bones in Man and other Mammals. By Ales 
HrdliCka. Author's Edition, extracted from Bulletin of the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, Vol. XIX, Article vm, pp. 231- 
386. New York, July n, 1903. 

This well-printed monograph, with 19 plates, 39 text figures, exhaus- 
tive tabular statements, bibliography (pp. 382-386), and alphabetical in- 
dex of authors, is a model of detailed scientific observation and descrip- 
tion. After resumeing (pp. 232-254) the work of previous investigators, 
Dr Hrdlicka gives the results of his own examination of " nearly 3,000 
Indian and 400 white and negro crania ; a little over 400 skulls of apes 
and monkeys; and a little over 2,000 skulls of other mammals. " Di- 
visions of the parietal bone are rare in man, comparatively frequent in 
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monkeys, and almost completely absent in other mammals. Hrdlicka's 
material furnishes two complete and six partial divisions in man ; eigh- 
teen complete and thirty-five partial divisions in apes and monkeys ; one 
major and two minor complete divisions (the first cases on record) in 
mammals below the monkeys. The Old World monkeys exhibit a much 
larger proportion of complete, but a smaller proportion of incomplete 
divisions than those of America. Parietal divisions are rather frequent 
in the macaques, rare in the cynocephali and the marmosets. With few 
exceptions the divisions occur in young or adolescent monkeys, occlusion 
evidently taking place early in life. In man parietal divisions may occur 
"at all ages from the embryonic to advanced adult life." They are 
more common ( 2 : 1 ) in female than in male monkeys, but the reverse is 
true of man. Anomalous parietal divisions occur more frequently in 
monkeys and apes than in man. The author considers that in apes and 
monkeys parietal divisions are " examples of disturbed normal develop- 
ment, or dismorphism, with, perhaps, a tendency towards neomorphism, ' ' 
while in man these anomalies ' ' may represent more or less a sort of ata- 
vism ' ' — this is suggested by their more frequent occurrence in monkeys and 
apes. The two cases of complete parietal division in man (reported by Put- 
nam in 1883 and reexamined by Hrdlicka) occur in two male crania of 
Indians from prehistoric stone graves in Tennessee. There is nothing 
pathological about either of these skulls. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

1. Die Braut muss Billig sein. [A Bosnian opera.] By Dr Fried- 
rich S. Krauss. Leipzig: A. Schumann, 1903. 12°, 63 pp. 

2. Auf Uferloser See. [Drama in four parts.] By Branislav Gj. 
Nusic. German translation by Dr Friedrich S. Krauss. (Library 
of Selected Servian Masterworks, with Literary-historical Introduc- 
tions, Published by Dr Friedrich S. Krauss, Vol. I. ) Leipzig : 
Adolph Schumann, 1903. 12 , xxviii, in pp. 

3. Streifzuge im Reiche der Frauenschonheit. [In twenty numbers, with 
nearly 400 illustrations of the most beautiful types from the women of 
all nations.] Leipzig : Adolph Schumann, 1903. 4 , 20 parts. 
The distinguished South Slavic ethnologist, Dr Friedrich S. Krauss, 

of Vienna, has given fresh proof of his versatile and tireless activity by 
bringing out within the first months of the present year three distinct 
works, two of which are in line with his general studies in Servian custom 
and folklore, while the third is more ambitious and wide-reaching in scope, 
being no less than an attempt to analyze the idea of womanly beauty as 
handed down from remote ages in every part of the world. 



